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Mr President,

I must first thenk you, Mz President, very much indeed
for offording me this opportunity to oddress this very

gistinguisned Conference. L oam vary conscious of this
rivilegs, p iculcrly in view of the toct that « epCqul
rrangenent been made to wllow me to be recognised by

(' o
the Chaoir, S condly T want to extend the same opprociction
te the diztinguishied members of this Conferchca.
Ltude to the Government

Thicdly T must express my grotl
ed in oso many woys 1o ensure

of New Zeclond which has cssist

the interests of my country, ths

('3

- Cocl Islends, are zecogniseos
and pVﬁ+¢rde. Fourthly I wish very much, Mr President, fo
congrotuluie our hest COUWLiy for the extremely fine venue
for thi: Confcrence and the afficient and p1r05 it

lon wiich I have met since my arrivel in this

.
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From my home in the tiny islands in the huge Poacific

Oceon, rerotsz by mony hundreds of miles from any noicghbours
I have followed as best I could with deep intercsi tne pregres

S3E
that has been mode that hes led to this great Conference.
In my vomore corner I have vondzred ot the influence and

trenate of the forces that brought this Conference into
peing, o Conference thot could settle @ new order in tho
world ond in relationships betwsen stotes. I heve been
impresscu by the consideration being given to developing
stutes, But at the sane time I have worried whethor the
circumstances of small develeping South Pacific islond
countrles such as mine have been bnown aad fully epprocicted
those who hove {he influcnce and strengih o decide the

matters befere this Conference. It iz becauzo of this

Jvarry




rorry, this uncerteinty I heve, that I have left my tinv
and remote, but beautiful, homelond to cross the worl
briefly place before distinguiched delegates the regei-:
leading to my concern.

fr.
t

The Cook Islends consists of 15 small islands scotiarcd
over the South Pacific ocecn to the east of Fiji, Westoon
Sameca ond Tenga, to the west of French Peolynesic, fc the
far south of the Hawaiicn Islands and to the far nerith east
of New Zealand. The %otal land area of the Cock ITsicnd
is a mere 93 square miles end the populceiion 22,0CC. n
1965 under the atspices end with the anproval of the
United Natiens the Cock Islands exerc1fed its ¢

ight ef
self~devermination end became seli- coxﬁrrirg. Prior to
- that time the Cock [slands had been administered by

New Zecland.  In becoming self-governing in 1965 the

Cook Islonds chose to continue a free ossscletion with

New Zealand.  That errongement previded thot New Zeclend
would ceontinve to have respows1bzli+y for the external
affairs and deferice of the Ceok Islencds, which responsibility
vould be discharged enly in consultation with the Cook Islands,
and provided further that the Cook Islends by its oun act,

unilaterally, could alter that crrongement. I believe thut
this arrancement cdopted by the Cook Islends was an ideal
course for a small country such as mine to tcoke. Jter
neorly ten years of self-government my Government is
presently considering whether to toke further steps tcwards
full ond compleie independznce, but I wish to emphcsise,

Mr President, that the present positicon of the Cook Islands
with regord to the matters before this Conference should
not differ in ony woy under the present stotus of ssli-
goverrnment in frec associction with New Zeolond than if the
Cock Islends were a fully independent sovereign stote. I

vwish to repeot that the act of self-determination bv the

Cook Islonds was made under the direct aquspices of ine

United Nations and cpproved by that great body. My country

should net be prejudiced in any way by its free chcoice

status less than that of o sovereign state. We are or

fo be self~governing in on association with New Zecland which
L,

is entirely free, I would like to stress the point that we
are not under onyone's demination or control.  Accordingly,
Mir President, the Cook Islands should have the some benefits

as sovercign stotes with regard to matters before this
Cenference ond particularly with regard to the economic zone.
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Mr President, I would like to discuss features of *he
Cook Islands which are common to some of our neighbours in
the South Pacific and which are relevant to the posit:
tcken by the Cock Islands. I have heard of the term
“"geographically disadvantuged states". To me the te= .=
a new one, but its meaning is not new. But I confees I
had not thought of the meaning as applying to countries
other than cnes such as the Cock Islands. The greciess
drowback to the development of the Cecok Islends hog been it
geographic position: a group of tiny islonds scatterecd cve
the huge Pocific QOcean, remote and isclated. Communlcatic
cnd tronsportation are very difficult and very expensiva,
Even today we have no direct communication or transperiatien

Western Sammoa.  This mclies troding and the develepment of
.our economy extremely difficult. Qur lend mass is emcil
and we have not been blessed with minercls or similcr products

1

which can be commerciclly used to develop cur economy.

The sea, Mr President, represents c¢s much to the people
of small Pacific islands as the land.  This 1s particuloerly
so in islonds of coral otoll formaiion where indeed there is
very litile soil.,  The vegetation on some of these atolls
is very, very small., The sea yields therefore not only the
only source of protein to be obtcined frem these islands but
also almest the bulk of foed.  Approximotely holf the islands
of the Cock Islands are such atolls. The principel island,
Rarotonga, is fortunately wvolcenic in origin and chout
one-fifth of its areo contains good crchle land.  The
pecple of our islends live with the sea from their ecrliest
days.  Fish, shell fish, types of sec-weed, are evervday
foods; pearl shell and fish provide o cash income.  The
seo provides a meons of travel ond traonsportetion, ond it
features as a mojor aspect in our customs and traditicns
and proud heritage of explorers and navigators.

The Government of the Cook Islands realises thcet in
the future the sea could become o dominant factor in the
development of the Cook Islands economy.  The Cook Islends
is proud of what hos been achieved since self-government in
1965. Despite a significant increase in the cmount of my
Government’s budget the relionce on external aid hes decreascd
from approximately 80 percent in 1965 tc approximately 40
percent now. But we are faced with certain very difficult

/problems
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problems.  With the right of free entry into New Zeclond
over the years the Cook Islends has lost a substenticl oozt
of its population - olmost 14,000 Cook Islanders ncw :iv
permonently in New Zealend apart from the 22,000 stiil
living in the Cook Islands. To keep our populaticn znc
to attract our people back from other countrics we musi
strengtihen our cconomy cnd brocden our ecoromic beos=z.
The sca, perheps, represents our only real chance to ds this.

fu

We have recently embarked upon o cemmercial fishin

industiry. This is on a small scole now and we have 2 long
vay to co to even meet the demand within our islends Lzfore
ve could possibly consider the sale of cur fish oversces.

With virtually no continentel shelf whatscever the feszding

grounds and consequently the density of our fish is
relatively limited.

With the advence in technolegy the discovery and
extraction of minercls from the secbed crecund our islerds

nay beceme a possibility.  In the event ¢f thot possibility
becoming a reality it would be only foir and just for the
Cock Islends to receive the benefits from the seabed
imnediately around its islands.  With many hundreds of

miles separating the Cock Islands frcm its nearest neighbours
a brocd economic zone of 200 miles ercund each island weuld
not present eny significant problems with our neighbours.
Isolation in this case may at least carry some benefits.

The Cook Islands acknowledges that it may not qualify cs

on archipelagic island stote. However gn economic zone

of 200 miles around cach island would embrace the arecs
between one island ond criother.  The Cock Islands stzongly
supports the concept of such an economic zone.

From the brief description of the Cock Islands I have
given it should go without saying that the Cook Islands
considers thaot it would be Unfalr and ineguiteble to

C LImit

the size of its economic zone by reference to lond moss or
population. ~ Both of these factors when opplied to <he

‘Cook Islands are extremely smcll by world standards Yet

the Cook Islands has been recognised as a self-governing
country by the United MNations and on the principles of %
greatl body claims treatment as the equal of much lorger
ceuntries. It may well be, Mr President, that speciol
attention should be given to smoll island countries such
as those in the South Pacific ond, Mr President, if thaut
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is necessory to ensure full recognition ef the positizrs
of these island countries I invite this Conference <c =z so.
My plea for recognition of small island countrics
also on behalf of my neighbours in the Pacific inc
some who are not directly represented here ct this
Some have olready emberked upon a smooth course to celi-
government, others face special difficulties. The peeples
cx t

Qurs. It does not seem fair or equitcble to me, Mz Fresident,
that they should suffer the double burden of being cdezrived
of the full benefits of an economic zone,

Moy I add in conclusion that my visit here has given me
a deeper appreciation of the problems of other countries.
Some of those problems are as pressing as those of my own
countxy. I have in mind in porticuler those countries of
Africo, Asia and Lotin America who suffer from both poverty
and inadequate access to the sea. These problems, tco,
deserve speciol consideration and I very much hope that
ways and means will be found {0 ensure that these countries
receive a foir share of the resources of the oceans.

Mr President, I must thank you acein for giving me
the opportunity to speck. Kia Orana.
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