Marine Resources (Large Pelagic Longline Fishery and Quota
Management System) Regulations 2016
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His Excellency, Tom Mu’ﬁtcﬂ-.___'i.f mﬂfgﬁﬂg Qrueen’s Representative
Order in Execntive Council

At Avarua, Rarotongs this éﬁ‘ﬁ dev of Qé’q:%hw 2016

FPresent;

His Excellency the Queen’s Representative in Executive Council

Pursuant io sections 6 and 92 of the Marine Resources Act 2003, His Excellency the
i:hr&-:njs Hepresentative, acting om the advice and with the consent of the Executive
Council, mekes the following regulations—
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Title

These regulations are the Marine Resources (Large Pelagic Longline Fishery and
Quoti Management System) Regulations 2016,

Commencement
These regulations come into farce on the day after the date on which they are made.

Interpretation
In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—
Act means the Marine Resources Act 20405

albacore means the species Thummms alaliongs

bigeye tuna means the species Thunmes aberis

e-monitoring equipment mesns—

{8} & thing med for, imended to be used for, or capable of being used for,
gencrating, transmitting or storing data; or

(b} aithing that makes, is intended to make, or is capable of moking, o thing covered
by paragraph (u) operational

fishery plan mcans the Larpe Pelagic Lonpling Fishery Plan prepared by the

Secretary in secordance with section 6 of the Act

fishing Geence has the same meaning as it has in section 2 of the At

fishing vessel has the same meaning as it has in section 2 of the Act

large pelagic longline fishery means longline fishing for the following species-

(0} mone—albacoee (Thummes elatunga), bigeve (Tamnus obesuy), Pacific bluefin
(Thesrnus ovienalis), skipjack (Kutsuwonus pelamis), and yellowfin (Thuntie
afbacares):

(b} billfish—blue marlin (Mekoira migricans), black marlin (Makaira indica),
sinped marlin (Totrapiwrus gudax), swordfish (Xiphias gladiug), sailfish
(riiphores platypterus) and spearfish (Tetrapfurus angustirastris);

() other— wahoo (deanthacybium solandri), dolphinfish (Corvphaena hippuris),

locally bused fishing vessel means the vessel—

{8} i= fully operated from a Cook lslands port:

(b} fishes mainty in the Coole 1slands waters: and
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(c} lands all or the majonty of its catch m the Coolk [stands

longline fishing means fishing using squipment that comprises & mainline, hranch
fines, and hiooks

minimum guots mix means the emeunt set from time to time in the fishery plan
Minister means the Minister of Marine Resouroes

National Plan of Action are instruments elaborated within the framework of the FAD
Code of Comduct for Responsible Fisheries

operator has the same meaning as it has in section 2 of the Act
owner has the same meaning as it has in section 2 of the Act

person has the same mesning as it has in section 2 of the Act

quota management system (OMS) means the queta management system established
under the fishery plan

QNS stock means & stock or species of fish for which a guota management system
has been gatablished
Secretury means the Secretary of Marine Resources

TAC, in relation to a QMS stook, means the total allowsble catch et for that stencks by
the fishery plan, and includes any amendments made from time to time in sccordance
with these regulations

TACC, in relation to 0 OMS stock, means the tot] allowable commercial catch set
for that stock by the fishery plan, and includes any umendments. made from time 1o

time in accordance with these regulations
transhipment has the spme meaning &s it hos in section 2 of the Act
unfit for human consumption includes, but is not limited 1o fish that—
{a) 1= damaged die to shark or whale depredation: or
{h) has died and spoiled on the line if a pear failore has prevented bath the normal
retrieval of the gear and cateh and efforts to relesse the fish alive; and
(c} does not include fish that—
(i) is considered undesirable in terms of size, marketability, or species
COmp s, or
(i} iz spoiled or contaminated as the reselt of an act or emission of the
crew of the fishing vessel.

(2}  Any term or expressson that is defined in the Act and used, but not defined, in these
regulalions has the same meaning as in the Act,

4 Designation of the large pelagic longline fishery
(1} The large pelagic longline fshery is hereby declared o be o designated fishery
pursuant Lo section § of the Acl
{2)  The alhacore and bigeye stocks that are part of the large pelagie longline fishery are
;u'h_w:t;lj:n 8 quoth mansgement system in sccordance with these repulaiions and the
E-II.EI!l' diL

] Fishery Plan

(1) E';E fishery plan set out in Schedule Four must apply to the large pelagic longline
BrY.
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The fishery plan is deemed to have entered o force on the date on which these
remulations ane made,

Application of these repulations

The fishery plan and these regulations apply o all commercial longlime fishing,
targeting large pelagic species within the fishery waters, cxcept that the fishery plan
does nod apply to.—

{8)  exploratory fishing carried out under saction 5 of the Act:

(b}  subsistence fishing:

el recreational fishing including the use of recreational vessels far hire o oharter
{d)  fishing beyond the fishery waters.

Hiww stock or species becomes subject to o quots mansgement system

The quota management system (n the fishery plan must come into force when fhe
fishery plan comes inte force under repulstion 5(2) of these regulstions or as
otherwise provided in the fishery plan.

A CMS has effect sccording to its torms, subjed o these regulutons.

Quota for stock awned by Crowa

All quota in OMS stocks is owned exchmively by the Crown until allocated in
accordance with the fishery plan and these regulations.

The Secrctary, an behalf of the Crown, may—

{a)  sell, lease, or purchase any guota in any QMS stock:

(B} bhold any quota without being obliged 10 offer it to any person

Limils on fishing QMS stock under the fishery plan

Urder these regulations the fishery plan must provide the following PUIPOSES,—

(@)  the establishment of a TAC and TACC for the OMS stocks:

(b)  emabling the Seeretary to adjust (by incressing or decrsasing) any TAC or
TACT specified in the fishery plan in any circumstances, and in sceordance
with any eriterin. specified in the regulations:

(e} defining the quota management area and the fishing period that applics to the
OME atock:

{d) any other matters that are necessary o expedient for the purposes of giving full
effec! to the fishery plan.

Eligibllity for allocation of quota for the initial year

A person is eligible to recetve an allocation of u QMS stock for the initial vear if, on
the date which these regulations came into force, the persun holds a license wndes the
Act for | or more fishing vessels that entitles the holder to use the vessel or vessels 1o
take fiwr 2ale any fish of the stock in the fishery waters of the Cook Islonds,

Assignment of quota

The holder of a fishing licence granted under fhese regulations musi purchase a
minimum quots mix a3 determined by the fishery plan.

The Secretary may assign additional quota to s quota holder upon au application in the
form set out in Schedole Three and the payment of the preseribed fiee.
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If a guota holder holds more than ane valid fAshing licence, be may aggrepate the
combined quota of the OMS sinck respectively.

A quota holder must osase fishing apon notification by the Seeretary of » ail balance
ofquota holding

Reporting

Every geota holder musi electronically report to the Secretary the caich log sheet

preseribed in the form set out in Schedule Thres, —

(a} by the Wedneaday of the following week:

(b)  wot later than twenty four hours afier completion of each fishing ses when the
holder has fished more than eighty per cent of the guota;

(e} atany other time at the request of the Secretary,

When a goota holder has fished more than B0 per cent of the quota they must

electronically report to the Secretary the daily report prescribed in the form set out in

Schedule Three,

Every queta holder must provide an unloading report to the Secretary in the

preacribed form in Schedule Throe, not later than forty eight hours sfter complating

any unloading.

Balancing of quota held

The Secretary must maintain 8 record of quota retumns in a Quots Register kept ander
section 44 of the Act.

When the holder has fished more than cighty per cent of the quots and before the
quota holder has finished o fishing set, the Secrotary must advise quota holders within
72 hours of the halance of their quota,

The holder of & valid fishing license may spply in the prescribed form, o the
Secretary for additional quots subject to any conditions specified in or under the
fishery plan so long as the TACC is not exceaded.

Bulancing of TACC

The Secretary must advise all license holders when the levels of calches exoed—

{a)  eighty per cent of TACC limit:

{b)  ninety per cent of the TACC limit.

When the level of catches exceeds ninety per cent, the Secretary may direct license
hedders 10 prompily take necessury measures to ensure that no further fishing sets are

made by its vessels during the remaining QMS fishing period and report those
measures (o the Secretary,

Protection of non-target species

The Cock lslands National Plan of Action for Reducing Incidenta) Catel of Seabindy
rmust be complied with at all tines.

The Cool Islands Kational Plan of Action for Sea Turile By-catch Mitigation must be
complied with at all times.

DMeearded eatches

Vessels must retain all species of the large pelagic longline fishery except in the
following excaphional circumstances the—

{#)  houl for the last fishing et has no storage space on board:
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(B)  cateh is unfit for human consumption for reasons other thn size,
Any catch discarded under scetion 16(1) must report ihe discarding event and reason
for discarding. o the Secretary.

Vessel Licensing

Vessels 11} metres or more in length must not e used for commercial large pelagic
longline fishing or related activitics in the fishery waters excepl in scoordance with @
valid license izsued uader the Act.

Applications for a licence for commerzinl large polagic longline fishing must be made
fo the Secretary in sccordance with these repulations and the Marine Resoures:
{Licenaing) Repulations 2002,

Licensing eriteria

When considering an application for o licence, the MEnister or Sccretary, s

sppropriate, must have regard to—

{8} whether or not the applicant is 2 Cook lslander:

{h)  where the applizant is a company, the extent o which the beneficial contml of
the compuny vests in Cook [slisders or lies within the Cook Isfanis
Jurisdiction:

(=) the contribution of ihe applicant o social and econoimic development:

(d)  the compliance record of the applicant, the owner, ar the-operator of the vessel.

Fishery Development Fucility

The fishery development facility established under the fishery plan must be financed
by Governmens appropriation.
Thenmmtufﬁnm:uh:nmfmadmm:ﬁdru}-dﬁa]upmm facility must be
preseribed by regulation,

Conditiony of fshing

All commiercial large pelagic longlive fshing must be conducted in accordance with

the Act, these regulations, and the conditions of licences,

Any person who operates a vessel which is 20 metres or more in lemgth must nol Gsh

for large pelagic species by horizontal long lining within 24 nautical miles of

Rarvionga,

Licensed vessels must ot fish within 12 nautical mibes of any other island of the

Cook Istands,

For the purpose of giving effect 1o any treaty entered into by the Cook Istands or any

infernational conservation and management measure or arrangement to which the

Cook Isfands is & party or is a cooperating non-comracting party,—

{r) the Secretary may give notice in the Cazette or attach any conditions 1o »
licence that the Secretury or the Minister consider necessary of desirsble for this
pUrpoSE:

(b} the Secretary must publish tn the Garette st least every & months any conditions
that hieve been imposed on individual Heences under this section.

Transhipment
Trunshipment mist be conducted in secordance with the Act,
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Directives

The Secretary miay, by notice in writing, give diroctives providing for such matters as

ire contemplated by or necessary for giving full effect o the provisions of this fighery

plan, including, but not limited io the,—

i} retumn or ahandonment of any target species or biecateh:

ib)  impaot of fishing operations in the marine environment:

i©)  lunding of any fish caught under the suthority of a heence owlside the Gehery
wikers:

(d} maintaining, completion and furnishing of log hooks, unloading reporm:
records, retums, or other information, including electronic log sheets:

{e) adminisiration, implementdtion or operation of any monitorng, control, or
surveillance propramme, including e-monitoding equipment,  readings,
prantouds, displays and pictures of or produced by any electronic systems:

{f)  seasonal or permanent closure of sress to fishing under the outhority of any
licence,

Any conditions o1 obligetions imposed undes any ditective izsved umder sub-

regulation {1} of this regulation may be additional 1o, or more restrictive than, bt

mist nod be inconsistent with, the provisions of the fishery plan or the Act,

Any person wiks fails to comply with any directive issued under sub-regulation (1) of

this regul#tion commits an offence, and, upon coaviction, 15 Hable to a fine not

excocding 510,000,

General penatties for breach of repulations

Any person who contravenes any provision of these regulations commils an offence,
and unless otherwise provided for in these regulations, is able on conviction 1o & fine
ned exceeding $250,000,

In addition o or instead of imposing 4 fine under sub-cepulation (1), the Court may
order that any unosed quota held by the person be forfeited to the Crown,

Where the offence is a continuing one, the person is liable to @ furiher fine of §5,000
for every day on which the offence has continued.

Fees

The lensing and other fies applicable and payable under the fishery plan are set out
in Bchedule One.

Repeuls
The Mearine Resources (Large Pelagic Longline Fishery) Regulations 2012 is
repealed.

Emwuﬂ amendments to other repulations
The regrilations listed in Schedule Two are amended as et out in that achedule.

Savings
The repeal of the regulations and osder refirred 1o in regulation 25, must not sffect
anything whatsoever done pursuant 1o those regalations,
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Schedule One
Fees
1. Application for a fishing licence: NZDZ00
2. Applicativs for additional qoota: NZDIDD

3, Fishing licence for locally based fishing vessel:

Length Overall (LOA) Fee
Under 20 metres NZDS, i)
Crver 20 metres NZD7.500

4, Fishing licence for non-locally based fishing vessel:

En.gth Overall (LOA) Fee L
Under 20 metres NZD7.500
Ovwer 20 metres NZD0,000
5, Fishing development facility foe payeble by pon-locally based fishing vessels:
NZ¥ 0,000 per annum,
26
Schedule Two

Consequential amendments to other regulations

Regulation 49 of the Marine Respurces (Licensing) Regulations 2012 is repealed ard
substituted with—

"43, Non-application of these regulations— (1) The First and Second Schedules do not apply
to vessels to be used for exploretory fishing or recreational fishing;

{2} The Second Schedule does not apply 1o the Marine Resources (Large Pelagic Fishery)
Regulations 2016,
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Schedule Three

Forms
Lone entry and exit reports
(o)  Report type (ZENT for entry and ZEXT for exit)
(b)  Vessel Name (MMR standardised)
(e} Licence number
(d)  Trp star date i.e. date of departure from port
(¢} Dateand time (GMT)
(fy Intermational Radio Call Sign (IRCS)
(g)  Position (fo one minuobe of @)
() Citch on board by weight (kilogramsz} by species
{1}  Intenided achion

Example:
LENT (or ZEXT) / VESSEL NAMES LIC { START / ddmmyy / TIME / TRCS / LA
IPILLO TI"1E P CATCH kg 7 INTENDED ACTION

Daily reports
(0} Vessel name (MMR standardised)
b} License number
t€) Trip start date 1., date of departure from port
(d) Date and time {GMT)
(e} Internotional radin call sign (TRCS)
(f) Position (to owe minute of arc)
() Catch on board by weight (kilograms) by species
i) Intended action

Example:
VESSEL NAMELIC/START/ddmmyy TIMEARCS/LA 11°11 LO 111" L/CATCH
ke / INTENDED ACTION

Trip Completion Repart

(2) Report typa (COMP)

(h) Viessel Neme (MMR standardized)

{e) Licence number

{d) Trip stast date ie. date of departure from post
(&) Dhate and tome {GMT)

() International call sigm

g} Port of enkaading

{h} Catch unloading by weight by specics

Example:
COMP / VESSEL NAME / LIC { TBD / ddmmyy / TIME / CALL SIGN / PORT /
CATCH
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ii. Unloading Form

_ SPC | FFA REGIONAL LONGLINE UNLOADING DESTINATICN FORM |
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GOVERNMENT OF THE COOK ISLANDS

AFPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL QUOTA
InsrmrcToNS: ¥ Chearly mark the bones Flwhere apprapsiate:
¥ Anwwer all the questions on this forom eitker by Glling in the spaces provided, or by checking

the appropriste mswer

* Underline summme or fumily mmie:
¥ Address menns b spyplicants full postad ainess:

* Al it are Mestric, phoase specify
* This fexrn must be secomps

COOK ISLANDS FISHING VESSEL

sd B

i etber Mils e used:

[

| | ForEIGN

=1TE ]

[ize,
FISHING VESSEL

Fi2

YESSEL DETAILS
J Name of Vessel: _Country of Registration (Flag):
= Ay
_Intexmational Radio Call Sign: Flag State Registration Number:
| Current License Number; Fishing Company: 1
Requested additional ot
Albacere (mt) | Bigeye {mi) |
AFPLICANT DETAILS
Name: Address:
Phone; Fax:
Email: |
AFPLICANT DECLABATION
T hereby spply for sdditional quota of
{ iresers e af ficence ralder)
tonnes of albacore tuna and boines of higeve tona

Tdmhmthat'li'mnhuwinfhlnmiuukhu&.mnp]ﬁ&amem | understand T am required
{0 repart any chamees ta the information given in this form to the Secretary of Marine
respurces immedsately or otherwise not later than seven (7) days after fhe date the change of

infirmation arse and further understand that failure to report such changes (o the mfmetion
is an offence which may lead to my prosecution.

Applican Signature

14

Dhate
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Schedule Four
Fishery Plan

LARGE PELAGIC LONGLINE
FISHERY PLAN (2016)
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Part 1
Preliminary Information
Title
The title of this Plan is the Large Pelagic Longline Fishery Flan {Fishery Plan),
Application

(1) The Fishery Plaa has been prepared in accordance with section &2) of the Marine
Resources Act 2005 (Act) and the Marine Resoorces (Lasge Pelagic Longline

Fishery & Quots Management Svstem) Regolations 2016 (Regulations). The
Fishery is herchy declared to be 2 Designated Fishery under section 6(1) of the
Act

(2} All wetivitios camried out under this Fishery Plan will be subjest 1o the applicable
provisions of all Ads and Regalations of the Cook Islunds,
{3} The: aren of spplication of the Fishery Plan is the same as the Regulstions.

Purpose

(1} The purpose of this Plan is to provide effective manggement of the larpe pelagic
longline fishery in the Cook Islands witers in order bo ensure sustinshie
development of the fishery,

(2) This Plan also establishes a quota management system for the pelagic lmgline
fishéry in scoordance with the Act and the Regulations.

Definitions

(1) All terms and definitions in this Plan hirve: the same meaning as in the Act and in
the Regulalions.

(2) Quots means an allocation of a nght 1o harvest 8 certain amount of fish within a
single specified Ashing pariod.

Part 2
Quots Management Syviem (QMS)

Tuna stocks subjeet to OMS under this Fishery Plan
(1) Albacore tun { T alalunga)

&) Albscore funa consists of a single stock in the South Pacitic, distributed south
of the equator and spawning in trapical and subtropical Istitudes, Juveniles are
caught in surface fisheries around New Pealand in the higher latitudes, while
adults are taken in the tropical and subtropical waters i the fengline fishery,
Large distant water fieets and the domestic fleets of Pacifie Teland countries
catch o large proportion of adult athacore across their geographic rmoge with
strong seasonal trends. The longline fishery operates in the southern labtudes
i the lite summer, moving north during the winter. This trend is evident in the
Cook Islands with a very strong seasonal longling trend and incressed eatch
rales from around Mareh? April theough to SeptemberOctober.



b} The mosi recent stock assessment on South Pacific Albaeore wis conductled in
2015 by the Pacific Community’s Oceanic Fisheries Program (OFP) and
concluded that overfishing i not occurring and the aock is currently not
overfished. The current spawning biomess is above the adopted limit reference
point of 20% unfished spawning biomass and is st approximarely 43% of its
unfished levels.

c] The Cook Islands tuma fishery has tvpically consisted of longhne vesscls
targeting South Pacific Albacore servicing the canneries of Pago Pago and
Apia. A small domestic fresh fish fledt opemtes out of Resotonga, sipplyng
the local market and some foreign exponts,

d) The Cook Islands historc peak catch of albacore was 8.800mi and was
pitrbuted largely o0 the 17 longline bigeve and swordfish exploratory
progeammes which operated in 2012, The total catch of altbacore from
longlimng within the Cock Islands Exclusive Economic Zone (EEX) in 2015
was 3,271 meinc fonnes. The 20015 Wesion Central Pactfic  Fisheres
Convention Area (WCOPFACA) catch of South Pacthic albacore was 68, 594mi,

{2} Bigeyve tuna [ Thunnos ohieses)

a8} Bigeve tuna are distiiboted throoghout the tropical and sub-tropical waters of
the Pacific Deean They are relatively fast growing reaching a masximum size
of shout 200 cm, and begin to mature at arsund hall thid sbse o around 3 years
of age. Bigeye tuna are caught in hoth the purse seing fisheries, mostly as
juveniles as well as the longline fisheries ue valuable adult fsh.

b) The most recent stock assesement on bigeve tuna was condocted in 2004 by
the Pacific Community's OFF and concluded that bigeve funa i3 corrently
vverfished and overfishing is occurring. Recent levels of spawning biomass
{16%) are mogt likely below the limit reference point of 20% unfished
spawning biomass. This means that fish are beimg removed at a rate faster than
what could maintuin the stock and that the amount of fish left in the water is
loss than the limit that has been agread upon.

c) Bigeye tuna is a key tuna species taken in beth the Cook Islands longline and
purse seine fisherics. The total catch of bigeye in the Cook Islands in 2015 was
517mt in the longline fishery and %6mt in the purse seine fishery. The Westem
Central Pacific Fishenes Convention Area (WCPF-CA) catch of bigeye was
134,084mt which comprises 5% of the total WCPF-CA tuna catch,
Approxirsately 48, 700mt of bigeye was tken in the purse saine fshery and
64,000mt in the longline fishery.

6. The Management Area and Fishing Period for the QMS
{17 The management ared for the QMS includes all the Cook [slands termitorial waters
and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
{(2) Under the (MS, the duration for o fishing penod and licensing period shall be
separated on an annual basis scconding to the calendar year begnning on the 1®
January and ending on the 31% December.

7. Limits on QMS stock
(1) The saneal tolal allewable catch {TAC) and total allewable commercial caich
(TACC) for commercial longline fishing of albacore and bigeye shall be
cstahlished under (s Fishery Plan.
{2) The TAC and TACC limits for an ansual fishing period may be revised three
menths prior to the start of the fishing period date, i 2., hefore 30" September.
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(3) The mitial limits are:
{i] Albacore TAC: 0,750 mi
(i) Albacore TACC: 0,698 mi
(i) Bigeyve TAC: 35040 ik
(iv)Bigeye TACC: 2500 mit

B Minimum Quota Mix
(1} In order to be issued with & fishing license under fhis Plan a misimum quots
holding must be purchased as follows:
(i} Albacuee minimum quota: 2% mit
(i) Bigeve minimum quota: 20 mt

9. Purchase of M5 guota

(1) Up to eighty per cent of the QMS stock quots may be purchased by licence holders
i the period from Cetober to Decernber of the preceding calendar yeas.

{2} The price of quots shall be initially set at & fixed amount sod may be amended
ifom time fo time, a¢ notified in writing by the Secretary. The price in New
Lealand dollass is es follows:

(i} Alhacore quota: S150 per mt
(it} Bigeye quota: B350 per mi

(3) Fishing vessels that are locally based will be exempted from purchasing the
MINIMUMm guota mix.

{4) Quots may only be purchased for a single calendar yedr, being 1 Januiry to 31
December.

Part 3
Canditions for Fishing

10. Lieensing
(1) All fishing conducted under this Plan will be done in accordance with the license
end fees conditions under the Act and regulations,
(2) The licensing processes and conditions, excluding fees, are mainly provided for
under the Marine Resources ( Licensing) Regulations 2012,

11. Maonitering, Control and Surveillance (MC5)

{1} The Cook Islands aims o provide & level of ohserver coverage for the larpe
pelagic fishery n it fishery waters of at least twenty per vent coverage of sea
s,

(2) The Cook lslands mims to implement 8 comprehensive eleciranic monitaring
program for the entire fleet by 2019,

{3) The Cook Elands aims to achieve one hundsed per cent of electronis reporting.

{i}Fummmmmuppmdmmﬂmkngdaﬁnu&mmu shall bex sent in
their original and unaltered form to the Secretary to the following address:

a) via cmail: data@mme gov.ck; or
b} v post: The Secretary, Ministry of Mavine Resowrces, PO BOX 85, Moss
Road, Avarua, Roretonga, Cook ivlands.

12, Fisheries Development Facility
(1) The Regulations will establish a funding facility 16 support the domestic Fsheries
secton, including techmical mssistance, grants amd sector support. The inadn




beneficiaries nre the logal fishers incliding tfhose who fsh for suhsistence,
artisann] and semi-commencial purposss,

(2) The formz of sssistance o be provided, mstitutionnd and  sdministrative
arangements and the level of funding will be oulfined o a Minigtiry of Mormne
Resources Policy “The Fisheries Development Facility™ which will be updated
antially by the Sceretary,

13, International Ohligations
(1) The Cook Islands aims to cooperate with other States to onsurc the effective
conservation and mansgement of tuna stocks managed by the Western Cendral

Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPEC) namely—

al Bigeye stock has been identified as a species whose status is of particular
comcen:

bY The WCPFC also seeks to prohibit flests from incressing the number of vessels
fishing for altbacore sonth of 20 degrees south latitude:

) WOPFC akso seeks io mifipabe the tmpact of fishing on non-tarpet species
including striped marlin, seq birds, swordfish, South Pactic albscore, silky shark
andl ooeanic whitctip shark:

d) The WCPFC encourages the development of zong-based longline management

for tropical funas:
e} The WCPFC seeks to cstahlish a catch based harvest strategy for all of the key
tuna species,
Part 4
(reneral

14. Quota Management Advisory Committee (QMAC)

(1] The QMAC is an advisory body that will comprse stakeholders and experts who
will provide advice that ensures the lonpline fishery i3 envirormentally end
ecologically sustninable, conimbutes o socio-economic development, promoles
business and investment and 5 eomsistent with best mternational practices.

(2] Its membership shall comprise:

a) & Chairperson whom shall be the Secretary;

b} the MMR Director for Offshore Division; and

¢) ot lesst three mombers with indcpendent scientific, economic and legnl
experise;

d} &t least one represenigtive from cach of the artisanal, domestic and foreign
fishing industry sectors: and

g] ome represeniabive from an  environment/conservalion  non-government
erganisetion and

1) additlonal observers from relevant aress mcleding MMR Officers and the
generdl public a5 deemed necessary by the Chair,

15, Stakeholder Consultation
(1) The Secretary may organize consultations with key stakeholders in the fishery at
any time,
(2] The seope of the consul tations may inchode maiters -
a) related 1w the management and repakation of fishing mcluding Heensing, quoid
#nd eonditons of fshing;

L]
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b} related to the developmens of fshing and fish processing inchuding investment
policies, financial amangements and projects to promote, markot or process
tish;

) related to socin-economic or environmental impacts of large pelagic fishing,
processing andd marketing, incloding impacts on terget and bycateh species:

d) such other fishery relpted fssues #s  the Secretary may decide.

16, Review of the Fishery Plan
(1) Prior to the expiry of each two year period from the commencement date of the
Fishery Plan, the Secretary must conduct o review to determine whether the
Fishery Plan should be amended and/or revaked.
(2) In reviewing the Fishery Plan the Secretary must bave particular regard to the:
a} objectives of the Act and this Fishery Plan:
b} effectiveness of the fisheries statistics and data collectinn;
¢} control and surveillance proprams;
d) slatus of the stocks (hath target and non-target or sssociated species), inchading
changes in yield, species, size composition or distibution:
€) status and coonermic vishility of the fishery and associated fishing industry,
the appropriateness of fees and charges:
f) cifectiveness of the conservation and management measuzes, including the
quila maagement provisions,
(3) The Secretiry may consult with key stakeholders price to making any
recommendation to the Minister as & result of the review,
(4) Having conducted the analysis, the Secretary shall make recommendations 1o the
Aimister as to the confinued management of the large pelagic longhne fishery.
(3) A review of the Fishery Plan may be undertaken 2 any time under exceplional
circumsiances, the scope of which muy be restricted to matters relevant to the
excepticnn] sircumstane.

17. Savings

(1) This Fishery Plan shall be interpreted in @ manner consistent with the provisions of
the Act and say other regulations provided, that if any provision of this Fishery
Plan or any conditions mposed by or under this Fishery Plan are held to be
invaiid, the invalidity does not affect the provisions of any other part of the
Fishery Plan or conditions imposed, and to this end the remaining provissons of the
Fishery Plan or other conditions shall be treated & seversble from the invalid
provisions or conditions.

Part 5
Schedule

(1) The table befow is a summary of catch of albacore and bigeye tuna by lonpgline snd
purse seine giar within the Cook klands FEZ from 2001 — 2015,
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These regulations are administered b ini Eh@;ﬁ:‘m
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